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J1

J2

J3

J1: self coupling
J2: cross coupling, no OAM exchange
J3: cross coupling, OAM exchange 
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Along one direction, 00 →J1 and J3 

couplings acquire phases

Fast decay of the couplings with
d → L and R sites decoupled for >>/3

Self-coupling at site C has contributions 
from L and R sites →vanishes for  = /2
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OAM: l=1
winding number: n=±1

circulation: =±
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Ultracold atoms carrying orbital angular momentum in lattices

constitute a novel platform to explore topology for single atoms and

interacting few-atoms systems.

Conclusions

As an example…

Single particle   we have characterized the model topologically 

through an exact mapping.

Two particles    we have analyzed the interplay between interactions 

and topology in the dimerized limit, in terms of a 

strong-link Hamiltonian, and in the strongly 

interacting limit, by means of perturbation theory.
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